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This is a communication from the examiner in charge of this application 
COI^^fVIISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERlT^i iq /np nPMAiMc\ rtccn. • 

B This conrtmunication is responsive to 

^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 3 ~* i 

□ The drawings fifed on „ ^ acceptable as formai drawings. 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 

Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received, 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

'Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e). 

Applic^t has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING OATH" of this communication to file a reply compl^ng with requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE 
FOR SUBMITTING NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS. OR A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION. This three-month period for complying 
with the REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL is extendable under 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

□ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION, PTO-1 52 which discloses that 
the oath or declaration is deficient A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

^ Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

□ because the originally filed drawings were declared by applicant to be infomial. 

□ including changes required by the Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948, attached hereto or to Paper No 

□ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed on . . which has been approved 

by the examiner. 

□ including changes required by the attached Examiner's AmendmenVComment or in the Office action of Paper No 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written 6n the drawings. 

□ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 

Any reply to this notice should include, in the upper right hand comer, the APPUCATION NUMBER (SERIES CODE/SERIAL NUMBER) If 
applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of the NOTICE OF 
ALLOWANCE should also be included. 

Attach ment(s) 
^ Notice of References Cited. PTO-892 

□ Infonmation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1 449, Paper No(s) 

Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Infomial Patent Application, PTO-1 52 v v • - 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-41 3 ^^I^Z!!!'^^ ^- ^^W^ ^ 

U Examiner's Amendment/Comment TFrwwni n^w ^ cAAMINtR 

n ^ . "=^"^'^*-OGY CENTER 3600 

U Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for the Deposit of Biological Material 

^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowar>ce 

PTOL-37 {R«v. 1 lAW) 
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Examiner Pierre Eddy Elisca 

United States Department of Commerce 

Patent and Trademark Office 



Washington, D.C. 20231 



DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is an Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 

The closet prior art Braddock, III U.S. Pat. No. 4,412,287 discloses an inventive concept of an 
automated stock exchange in which a computer matches and sell orders for a plurality of stocks. 
Dinwoodie WO 99/63461 discloses an interactive remote auction bidding system for conducting an 
auction among participants located at remote locations from the auction site utilizes a data input 
device for conmiunication over a network to the auction site. 

Friedland Noah S. discloses an architecture and associated methods for processing message data 
associated with real time auctions. 

However, neither Braddock nor Dinwoodie and Friedland Noah S. singularly or in combination fail 
to anticipate or render obvious the recited features " prior to a live, in- person auction, establishing 
a starting bid for an item in an online environment for a predetermined amount of time; 
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communicating the starting bid for the item to the live, in-person auction. Therefore, all pending 
claims are hereby allowed. 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed to Pierre 
Eddy Elisca at (703) 305-3987. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday to Friday from 
6:30AM. to 5:00PM. 

If any attempt to reach the examiner by telephone is unsuccessfial, the examiner's supervisor, 
James Trammell can be reached on (703) 305-9768. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 




Pierre Eddy Elisca 
Patent Examiner 
March 04, 2003 



